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A SOLEMN £2 


E League and Covenants 
FOR = 
Refor mation J : 

eA ND 


Defence of Religion, The Hownel 


: 
: and Happineſſe k. the K1iNs, and the 
Peace and Safety of the three 
« KING 5 OMS 
O F 

England, Scotland, and Freland. 
: 
E 
X 
Þ-f 
: 


Je 
L- 
Jer. FO. . F omelet u5 joyn our wr (elves fo the Lord in a a perpernall * 
33» 
*% 


Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
rov.25.5. Take away the Wicked from before the King, and 
his Throne foal be eſtabliſhed in rightcouſzeſſe. 

2 Chron.15.15. eAnd all Indah rejoyced at the Oath, for they 
had {worn with all their heart, and ſought him with their 
Whole deſire, and he Was found of them ; and the Lord gave 
them m reſt round about. 


Die Tovis, 21 Sepr. 1 1643. It is this day Ordered by the Coin 
mons in Parliament, That this Covenant be forthwith 
Printed and publiſhed : H.E1/ 7nge, A ter.Parl.D. Con. 


| St | London , Printed for £4. Hucbands, Sept. 27 27 1643. 
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A Solemn 
| Reform 


LIGION; &c" 


- T-E. Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Genthemen,. 
N/. Citizens, Burgefles, Miniſters, of the: Geſpel, 

_-. 1- and Commons of all ſorts in. the Kingdoms 
of England Scotland, and Ireland; by the Providence of : 
God liyiug under one King,andbeing:of oneReformed- 
Religion, having. befq12-0us eyes the glory.of God,and,, 
the advancement, of the opera Cond and Sa- 
viour;Feſus Chriſt.; the honour, and. happineſs of rhe- 
Kings Majeſty and His Poſtericy, and the true publique 

Liberty, Safety; and. Peace of the, Kingdoms; wherc-., 


wY >» 


in £yery. ones private condition-is-included,; andcalling ; 


to.minde the treacherous and bloody Plots, conſpira- 
cies, Artempts, and PraRices of the Enemies of. God, 
againſt-the xrue;Religion, and: profeſſors thereot 4 all, 
_ places, efpecially:in-thefe three, Kingdoms! ever finge 
the Reformation of-Religion, : & how much their, rages 
power and preſumption, are of late , and ar this time 
mcreaſed and.cxerciſed;. whereot the deplorable ſtate 
of;the,Ghurch: &Kingdom of Trelaud, the. diftrefſed. 
eſtare of -thesrChurch, and. Kingdom. of- Enzland, and 
the Sangerousiehiqge -of-the Church and;Kmgdom,,of 
Scotland;axe preſent & publique/TeRimonies;; We have 
now at. laſh, (after other,means of Suppiicarion, Remon-, 
trance, \Proceftarions, and; Safferings):for the: preſers 
56rivs Po MD 0 vation 


vation of our: ſelves and our ir Religion, - from uttes, 
Rujnc and:Peftrudtion,. accordin ro;the cammendable” 
pracice*of theſe Kingdoms in-formertimes ;-and'the” 
Example of (Gods people; in other Nations; after ma- 
ture dehberation; reſolved and determined t to enter in-+ 
to a murtuall and folrmn League and. .Covenant;,wherein 
we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us. for himſelf, with 


our hands lificd upto the moſt high God, do ſwear: 


I. "Hat we ſhall Gacerdy.. 'teally and conſtantly, 
through the Grace of-God, endeavourih our 
Goverll places and callings, the preſervation' of the Re- 
formed. Religion i in the Church of $cotland.m Dorine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline ; 8& Government; againſt our coth- 
mon Enemies.che'teformation' of Religion'irt the King-' 
doms of. England and" Trelaxd; in Doarine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government; according to the Word' 
of God, and the Exampte of the beſt Reformed Char- 
ches, And ſhffindeavoiir r0 bring rhe Chiirches of God 
my the three King loms; rothe neereſt conjundtion' and 
Qniformity'in' ligion! confeſſion of Faith; Form of 
Church-government, direQory for Worſhip ane Care- 
chizing ; Thar we and 'our Poſterity after'us, may as- 
Bettie, live-in Faictand Love; adihe Lore ng 
delight to dwell inthe middeſt of Us; Ee 0177] 2h88 
5; That we tallin like anger watohe reſpec of 
perſons, indeavonrthe' Exrtirparion 6FPopery; Ptclaeie, ; 
{thar is, "Church: -governinent; 'by Ach ch-Biſhops; 'Bi-! 
ſhops, their Chincellors*ane@ Commillarics}: ns, 
Deans and: Chapters; Arclideatons m4 lPocher Ec- 
clefraſtic:11 Officers? depending” on” tht Hheratchy'Y 
cps Hereſie , Schiſint, PropHaiiciieſl, TINT 
tbh at- 


_ 
whatſoeverſhall be found: ro.be 6ontrary to ſound Do-- 
&rine, and the power of  Godlineſfe,leſt we partake in 
other mens ſins, anid:thereby: be-in danger to receive of 
their plagues, and 'thar rhe Lord may be one, and-his- 
Name-one in the three Kingdoms. - 7 


'. 3. Weſhallwith the ſame fincerity, reallity and con-- 
- Rtancy, in our ſeverall Vocations , endeavour with our- 

eſtates and lives, mutvally to preſerve the Rights and 
Priviledges of the Partiaments,and the Libertics of the 
Kingdomes , -and to-preſerve and. defend the: Kings: 
Majeſties petfon and authority, inthe preſervation and 
yr ago of the true Religion, and Liberties of the: 
Kingdomes, thar the world niay beare witneſſe witly, 
dur conſ{ciences'of -our Loyaltie,;and that 'we:have no; 
thoughts or :inrentions'to diminiſh] His Majeſties juſt. 
powerand greatneſſe; OO 10] 


- 4: We ſhall alſo: with all fairhfullnefſe endeavour 
the diſcovery of allſach:as have beene, -or ſhallbe In- 
cendiaries; Malignanrs, or 'eviil Inſtruments; by hin- 
 dering the Reformation of Religion, dividing the King. 
from his people,or one of the Kingdoms from-another,, 
or making atty FaQtion ot- parties amongſt the people, 
contrary tothis Eeague:& Covenanr;thart 'they-may'be 
brought to/publickrriall, and receive condigne puniſh-- 
ment,asthe-degree of their offences ſhalbrequire or de-! 
ſerve, orthe ſupream Judicatories of both Kingdoms, 
reſpe&ively, or others having power from them for 
chat effe&, ſhalljudge convenient, Bier. 

. 5. Andiwhereas'therhappineffe of a bleſſed P2ace 
between theſe: Kingdoms, denyed in former rim2s to 


- OL. 


£* 


the precedent Article. * 


[4 


: the fruits thereof,” We profeſſe ang>declare before God 


—— 


our Progenitors, is by the-good Providente of -G ov 
gratired unto us, and hath beeu lately, concluded , and 


ſerled by both Parliaments, we ſhall. cach! one of us, 


according to our. place-andinrereft ,,-indeavoiin that. 
they may remain conjoyned in a firmiPeaceand Lnmon 
roall Pofterity, And that Juſtice may be done upon 
the wilfull Oppoſers thereof, 1n manner. expreſſed in 


' 6. We ſhallalfo according to.our places & callings| 


in this common cauſe of Religion, Liberty, and: Peacg 
of the Kingdomes, afliſt and-defend. all thoſe thar-en-/ 
rer into this Leagne and Covenant, it the maintaining 
&purfuing thereof,and ſhall nor ſaffer our ſelves direct- 
ly orindireQly by whatſoever combination,perſwaſton. 
otf'terror., tobe devided &iwithdrawn from this bleſſed; 
Union & conjunction, whether ro make defection to the: 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves toa deteſtible indit- 
ferency-or neutrality in this,cauſe which/fo much con- 


cerneth the:glory of God, the:goodidf the: Kingdoms; 


and-hononr of the King ; but ſhall all the dayes of-our. 
hves zealouſly:and conſtantly continue therein, againit, 
all oppoſition, and promote the fame according.to. our: 
power; againſt all Lets and. Impediments whatſoever 
and'what wearc not able our ſelves to -fiippreſſe or 0+ 
vercome, we ſhall reveale and mkke-enobiagthande may 
be timely prevented or removed!; 'Al- which we ſhall 
doas inthe ſight of Ged:. of mien il lng of fg 


29:16,7 


» 


| And becauſe theſe .Kingdoms. art giiilty of many 


ſins & proyocations againſt God, 8 his Son Jeſus Chriſt 


25 is too.manifeſt by our preſcritdiftreſſes' and dangers, 


and 


} 


(our own ſins, & for the fins of chele! 


and che world,” onrunfayned defireto be 'humbled for 

our own'ſtns, & for the fins of chete Kingdoms; efpeti- 
ally, that'we have nor as'we tight, Valued the incftf- 
mable. benefit of the Goſpel, that we have nolaboured 
for the purity and power thereof, and that we have not 
endeavored to receive Chriſt in ouxhearts,nor to wal 


worthy of him in'onr tives; which arerhe cabſes ofb- 


ther fins and Tranſgreſſions,, 'ſo-much aboinding'a- 


mongſt us, and onrtrue and unfayned purpoſe, defire, 
and endeavour for our ſelves, and all others under our 


| powerand charge, both'in publick and'in privare, in all 


_ daties we owe to\Godand:manto amend ourkives,and 


each one'to go beforc another in the example of areajl 


| Reformation, that the Lord may turne away his wrath, 


4 
\ 


bY 


all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed , Moft humbly beſceching 


and heavy indignation , and eſtabliſh thefe Churches - 
artfRingddmsintruchandipeace. 'And this Covenant | 
- we-make-in the preſence of almighry God,the Searcher 
. of all hearts,with atrue intention to performe the. ſame, 

AS we ſhall anſwerat thar great day when' the ſecrets of 


"the Lord ro ſtrengthen us-by his' Holy Spirit for this | 
 end,'and to bleffe our defires and poreveungs with 


ſuch ſucceſle, . as may be deliverance and 12 


fety to + 


_ his people, & encouragement tothe chriſtian Churches . 
\ | pram ne ret in danger ofthe yoake'of Anti-chri- 
- tian Tyrannyzto joyne inthe ſame,or like-Affociation + 


and Covenant, to the glory-of God , the\.enlargemenr 


of the Kingome of Jeſus -Chriſt , and the peace and 
. "Tranquility -of: Chriſtian-Kingdoms and Commons .-. 
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This Lig 25. "Sion ogy 


Ts this Day Ordered by: the (Commons. Artes Fr 
- Parliantent , that the Miniſters in dlbthe Pariſh- 
Cirthis and C happells of Lo ndon , Weſtminſter, 
Suburbs and Liberties.,. and.uuall the Pariſhes within 
the Bulls of Mortalitje, do read.the ſolmne. League and 
: Covenant on Wedneſ day next , being "the Dig of 
"Pabligue Humiliation. And do explaine i it , ang jirge 
:the ground and neceſiity.of it, it...and exhort.. the Pepple to 
"the Cheerful YR (and that the ſeeverall Inbabs- 
-Yants and Pariſhioners of \the--ſeverdll and reſpeRtipe 
"Pax uſhes aforeſaid, Jy Students of the Tunes of Cort, 
do take the ſaid League and. Coppenant 1 on the Lor JsS- 
"Day next in the afternoone :'\ And'that noticeher Loff be 
"given to my Lord | Motor, and” bis Lordſhip” Jeſived fo 
_grve tumely notice bereaf/ to \ the places. 7 ore, nd b The | 
; Miniſters are likewiſe to give notice;that the (ommuſen- 
; mers £22 cron; now here; do take it here.” k XÞbna 


Ty. 2 25 7 , 


- H: Eye Clers Park-f D: Gom: 


